
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

 
 

 
   

  
 

  
   

   
   

   
 

  
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

   
     

 
 

    

 
 

 
   

 
 

Juvenile Justice Case Study 

Jason is a 14 year old European American boy living in Worthington, Minnesota.  He 
attends Worthington Area Junior High School on an infrequent basis as a ninth grader.  
He has a criminal history of the following:  1) minor consumption, 2) shoplifting from 
Wal-Mart (under $100), and 3) disorderly conduct.  While he has had petty and status 
offenses in the past, he has now been assigned to probation.   

Jason lives at home with his 2 parents and a younger brother.  Jason doesn’t like to be at 
home because his parents fight all the time about income and when their not fighting they 
are usually drinking, going out, or watching television.  He doesn’t have a strong 
connection with either one of them.  Unfortunately, he doesn’t have a lot of friends at 
school either that he can hang out with after school, so he spends most of the weekend in 
his room with the door shut listening to music and sleeping.  His mother has been 
commenting on how much weight he’s gained since he stopped going to hockey practice; 
he had to quit 3 months ago because his family couldn’t pay for the participation fees.  
He doesn’t have a girlfriend and never has.  He sits in the back row of classes and doesn’t 
talk to anyone.  He doesn’t feel like he’s good at school and really thought he had a 
future with hockey.  But now he doesn’t feel like he has a future at all. 

If he’s not being teased because he’s no longer a hockey player, he’s being ignored.  The 
guys he used to hang out with him now call him a loser and don’t talk to him. This is why 
he avoids school; it hurts too much to be ignored and he doesn’t know where to sit at 
lunch.  He got into a fight at school because some kids were talking trash about him and 
he hit a locker so hard it dented it.  None of the other boys got into trouble, just him. 

He thinks that he was a good friend but now he doesn’t know because no one pays 
attention to him.  He can’t pay attention in school and he wants to cry most of the time.  
His parents don’t seem to notice and he doesn’t think that they care.  His younger brother 
is on the basketball team for the 7th graders and he still gets to play cause the fees are so 
much cheaper.  His parents go to all of his games.  He’s been shoplifting and stealing his 
parents beer because he didn’t think that anyone would notice and he was hoping that 
maybe that would make him feel better. He just wants to spend the day in bed.  He tries 
to tell the adults around him how awful he feels but no one seems to want to know and no 
one asks. 

He doesn’t know how he got into such trouble.  He feels overwhelmed and sad.  He’s 
also really angry at the world and his parents.  He used to be doing so much better before 
his mom lost her job and the world turned on him. 














