Juvenile Justice Case Study

Jason is a 14 year old European American boy living in Worthington, Minnesota. He

attends Worthington Area Junior High School on an infrequent basis as a ninth grader.
He has a criminal history of the following: 1) minor consumption, 2) shoplifting from
Wal-Mart (under $100), and 3) disorderly conduct. While he has had petty and status

offenses in the past, he has now been assigned to probation.

Jason lives at home with his 2 parents and a younger brother. Jason doesn’t like to be at
home because his parents fight all the time about income and when their not fighting they
are usually drinking, going out, or watching television. He doesn’t have a strong
connection with either one of them. Unfortunately, he doesn’t have a lot of friends at
school either that he can hang out with after school, so he spends most of the weekend in
his room with the door shut listening to music and sleeping. His mother has been
commenting on how much weight he’s gained since he stopped going to hockey practice;
he had to quit 3 months ago because his family couldn’t pay for the participation fees.

He doesn’t have a girlfriend and never has. He sits in the back row of classes and doesn’t
talk to anyone. He doesn’t feel like he’s good at school and really thought he had a
future with hockey. But now he doesn’t feel like he has a future at all.

If he’s not being teased because he’s no longer a hockey player, he’s being ignored. The
guys he used to hang out with him now call him a loser and don’t talk to him. This is why
he avoids school; it hurts too much to be ignored and he doesn’t know where to sit at
lunch. He got into a fight at school because some kids were talking trash about him and
he hit a locker so hard it dented it. None of the other boys got into trouble, just him.

He thinks that he was a good friend but now he doesn’t know because no one pays
attention to him. He can’t pay attention in school and he wants to cry most of the time.
His parents don’t seem to notice and he doesn’t think that they care. His younger brother
is on the basketball team for the 7" graders and he still gets to play cause the fees are so
much cheaper. His parents go to all of his games. He’s been shoplifting and stealing his
parents beer because he didn’t think that anyone would notice and he was hoping that
maybe that would make him feel better. He just wants to spend the day in bed. He tries
to tell the adults around him how awful he feels but no one seems to want to know and no
one asks.

He doesn’t know how he got into such trouble. He feels overwhelmed and sad. He’s
also really angry at the world and his parents. He used to be doing so much better before
his mom lost her job and the world turned on him.
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Problem-Oriented Screening
Instrument for Teenagers

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at (651) 297-5242 (voice) .
TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or (800) 627-3529. For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call
(877) 627-3848.

INSTRUCTIONS

The purpose of these questions is to help us choose the best ways to help you. So, please try
to answer the questions honestly.

Please answer all of the questions: If a question does not fit you exactly, pick the answer that
is mostly true.

You may see the same or similar questions more than once. Please just answer each question
M H
as it comes up. Please put an “X” through your answer.

If you do not understand a word, please ask for help. You may begin.

NAME: \)@3-;0
SEX: NMALE L) remane BIRTH DATE: /o HISPANIC. HERITAGE: Y @
RacE: [ 1asian [ JBLACK OR AFRICAN AMERICAN WHITE ] AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKAN NATIVE

PACIFIC ISLANDER OR NATIVE HAWAIIAN

g

o you often feel tired? ' No
SRR &&*‘V 2 St i e -

book cover oyment?

ESS A : AyEsey e
hE 5 7

t alcohol at schoo

5 =

se drugs o

i

Have you ever had sex with someone who shot up drugs?
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Do you miss out on activities because you spend too much money
on drugs or alcohol?
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83. Does your alcohol or drug use ever make you do something you would
not normally do - like breaking rules, missing curfew, breaking the law
- ot having sex with someone?
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91. Do you have trouble getting along with any of your friends because Yes
of your alcohol or drug use: '

Do you have trouble finding the right words to express what you
are thinking?
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Scoring the POSIT

Template: Circles on the template indicate “at-risk” responses;

the capital letters indicate the corresponding functional areas. (A-
Substance Use/Abuse, B-Physical Health, C-Mental Health, D-
Family Relationships, E-Educational Status, F-Aggressive Behavior/
Delinquency)

Scoring Responses: Each risk response counts as one point for the
corresponding functional area. Score all pages of the POSIT. The
six rows of the scoring sheet correspond to the six functional areas.
Starting with one, tally the number of points in each functional area.
If an item is blank, score it as one point and make note of it in the

comment’s section.

Risk Level: Calculate the total points for each functional area.
Functional areas scored as Low Risk, indicate no assessment is need-
ed. When only one functional area scores as Middle Risk, further
assessment may be indicated. When two or more functional areas
score as Middle Risk or any functional area scores in High Risk, it
suggests a problem and further assessment is indicated.
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Template
Instructions

| To use this template, it must be
printed on fransparent film.

Before scoring, make sure all questions
have been answered. If not, give youth an
apportunity to respond. If youth refuses,
leave the item blank.

Place template over the lirst page of the
POSIT so that the first column of the
template covers the response options (Yes
- No).

Score down the first column of the tem-
plate by tallying points on the appropriate
line on the score sheet. Use the second
column of the template to score the sec-
ond page, the third column for the third
page, and the fourth column for the fourth

page.

Page 1
L] O ¢ E
E -,
E O B
S O ¢
| =
E O ¢E
O A
= 1O &
el NEDEEN ;
N | O
O B
2 O ¢
O D
O  B,E
O A

> 0000 ==0000= 0000~ 000 00~0000

0> o

Page 2

N
~
m

D0nammn(rnmal) o

o
m

>wo-nwn-n

Page 3

000 00==0 00 0O000=0000= 00 0000

Ummeb‘im)Onm >n-r|"2

>~ 00> ==
00 00000 00+

0

00000 0000 0000 0

Page 4

A

F
C

)
> ~
m

u:lrnno > m Ao m > B 6y m m

o
m

> m =




